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Across the globe abnormally high numbers of bee colonies are collapsing. Pesticides, parasites, 
diseases and lack of food sources are some of the possible causes of this decline. 

BEES,  
SENTINELS ON THE VERGE 
OF EXTINCTION 

The figures are alarming: in the last thirty years, Europe’s flying insect 
population has fallen by some 80%. Among these, bees, whose 
crucial role in maintaining our ecosystems is much talked about, 
are at risk of dying out. According to the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 9.2% of wild bee species studied in 
Europe are endangered and 5.2% will be extinct in the near future. 
Although wild bees don’t produce honey, unlike the European honey 
bee (Apis mellifera), they play a vital role in our ecosystem because 
they carry out 80% of the pollination of the world’s flowering plants 
(compared with 15% for honey bees). More than 20,000 wild bee 
species have been identified worldwide, including 1,960 in Europe 
and 1,000 in France. 

A FUTURE WITHOUT BEES WOULD HAVE 
DRASTIC CONSEQUENCES
Given that almost one third of the world’s agricultural crops rely on 
pollination, the disappearance of bees would spell disaster for global 

food security. How could we hope to feed our populations without 
the help of these pollinators? Guaranteeing the yield of almost 80% 
of plant species, bees are directly responsible for the production of 
70% of the fruit, vegetables and nuts that we consume on a daily 
basis. Let’s consider an example: if bees were to die out completely, 
at breakfast time we would have to do without orange juice, butter 
and spread, milk, blueberries, raspberries and strawberries in our 
cereals, but also coffee. Conservation measures must be put in 
place to protect bees – our vital ally in maintaining the balance of 
ecosystems and agriculture – to guarantee their future and our own. 

The disastrous effects of monoculture, involving vast increases 
in the use of chemical inputs and the disappearance of wild bee 
habitats, the ravages of the Asian hornet, the presence of parasites, 
the use of certain GMOs, the effects of climate change and the loss 
of biodiversity are some of the combined factors that are bringing 
about the downfall of bee colonies. The disappearance of this 
sentinel is a warning signal for the health of our planet. 
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FACILITATING BEEKEEPING TO SAFEGUARD 
THE LONG-TERM FUTURE OF THE SPECIES 
Beekeeping, or apiculture, has an effect far beyond the hive. In 
providing habitats and refuge for bees, advocating respect for 
these pollinating insects and propagating areas of flowering plants 
that provide food in abundance, it plays a key role in preserving 
ecosystems, protecting endangered species and promoting 
sustainable development. 

Conscious of the huge significance of the problem of bee mortality, 
which is proven to upset the balance of biodiversity, the Prince 
Albert  II of Monaco Foundation is involved in two knowledge-
boosting projects: one to draw up an inventory of wild bees in 
Mercantour National Park and study meadows as a refuge habitat; 
and another linked to research being carried out by the French 
Apiology Observatory (OFA) into the range of bee productivity 

characteristics, specifically their resistance to the Varroa destructor 
parasitic mite. By reducing bee mortality, the project will help protect 
biodiversity and boost the number of pollinating insects in order to 
safeguard the food chain. 

“We know that threats to biodiversity,  
like all environmental threats,  

hit the most vulnerable of our communities first.  
It is therefore a vital matter of social  

and food justice which we must not underestimate  
and which represents  

an enormous political responsibility.” 

HSH Prince Albert II of Monaco

“FLOWERS FOR BEES, EVERYONE’S PLANET, EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY”

For the first edition of the campaign in 2017, aimed at raising the awareness of the public and decision-makers about the 
importance of protecting these pollinating insects, 100,000 packets of melliferous plant seeds, each representing 10 square 
metres of land, were sown all over France. During the second edition, which lasted from 15 to 24 June this year, more packets of 
seeds were distributed to boost food sources for bees during the summer months. Nurseries, garden centres, horticulturalists and 
florists all took part in this far-reaching campaign. 

Pupils in Monaco’s infant and primary schools have learned about this issue through several initiatives conducted jointly by the 
Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation and the French Apiology Observatory. Seed packets and educational booklets were sent out 
to all schools and distributed during Monacology, a Monegasque event to raise children’s environmental awareness. 

On Thursday 21 June, HSH the Sovereign Prince, who is deeply concerned about protecting bees, visited École du Parc infant 
school in Monaco accompanied by HE Bernard Fautrier, Vice-President of the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation, and Thierry 
Dufresne, President of the French Apiology Observatory. Around 20 children aged 4 and 5 showed the Sovereign Prince some 
of the work they had done during the year, including an explanatory video, hives made by the children and robot bees. They also 
took the opportunity to sow seeds with the children in the school vegetable garden, which had been prepared for the occasion, 
alongside the school’s head, Joël Tchobanian, teacher Ghislène Gherardini and teaching assistant Patricia Sartore. 
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HISTORY OF BEE LOSS 

Bees have been dying as a result of 
changes in their ecosystem since the 
beginning of time, but a sharp decline in 
their numbers has been observed since 
1950 or so with the introduction of the 
first pesticides such as DDT. 

In the 1970s, a fresh wave of large-scale 
bee mortality was brought about by the 
silent agricultural revolution whereby 
many of the hedgerows that provided a 
habitat for bees were pulled up to increase 
the size of the fields for crop growing. 

In 1982, bees were hit hard by the 
arrival of the parasitic Asian mite Varroa 
destructor. Varroa mites decimate hives 
methodically, obliging beekeepers to 
treat the hives with thymol, an organic 
substance contained in thyme oil and 
many other essential oils. 

Finally, in 1993–94, the advent of 
pelleting where sunflower and sweetcorn 
seeds are coated with inputs brought a 
new challenge for beekeepers: proving 
that an insecticide can kill useful insects 
like bees. 
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What is the OFA and what does it do? 

The OFA was established in 2013 as a non-profit organisation with 
public-interest status. 

The organisation works to safeguard bees and their fundamental role 
as the main pollinator which is vital for maintaining and increasing 
agricultural production and securing the food chain for future 
generations. 

Apiology is the scientific study of bee behaviour. We have 
implemented applied research programmes to study the various 
factors linked to bee mortality and develop vocational training 
programmes to pass on the knowledge acquired and help create 
new jobs and new bee farms that will be involved in repopulating 
bee colonies. 

OFA is also behind the creation of the European and Mediterranean 
Apiculture Association (UAEM), of which I am co-president, 
celebrated on 17 April in the presence of HSH Prince Albert II of 
Monaco.  

The aim of the UAEM is to bring together apiculture experts from 
the 42 countries involved and provide a forum for discussion on 
the development of beekeeping and the implementation of concrete 
initiatives and projects capable of having a tangible impact on bee 
protection. 

Is the decline in bee colonies part of a more general decline 
in insect numbers? 

Yes indeed, bees are not the only insects displaying unusually 
high mortality rates. Insects in general are also affected, as are 
birds whose numbers are in decline, as the French Natural History 
Museum and the CNRS announced recently. But the reason 
bee mortality is particularly worrying is that there could be dire 
consequences for humanity because almost a third of the world’s 
food crops rely on pollination. 

There is also a demographic element to the importance of 
pollination and therefore bees in food production. In 1950, the 
Earth’s population stood at 2.5 billion. Now there are 7.5 billion 
of us, that’s a three-fold increase, and by 2030, the planet will 

have to support a further one billion people. So now we can better 
appreciate the fundamental role that bees play in ensuring that 
there is enough food for the future of humanity. 

Because we mustn’t forget that without pollinating insects, most 
importantly bees, there would be no flowers, no fruit and no 
vegetables on the planet. 

What solutions can we support to minimise the 
disappearance of bees? 

One solution is to address the lack of food sources for bees, which is 
one of the causes of their mortality. OFA is behind the ‘Flowers for 
Bees’ campaign which aims to engage as many people as possible, 
getting them involved in sowing melliferous flower seeds to provide 
the bees with the food sources they need and which are becoming 
scarce. 

Thousands of actions took place in June – in France, Monaco and 
this year for the first time in the United Kingdom. Other countries 
will join the initiative in the coming years. 

The Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation, which I would like to 
thank sincerely, has been by our side and supported our work from 
the outset. 

 

www.ofapidologie.org
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INTERVIEW

THIERRY 
DUFRESNE

Formerly a sales executive in the fashion and luxury 
industries, Thierry Dufresne made a radical career change in 
2011 to devote himself to his passion for bees. Becoming a 
beekeeper, he then went a step further in 2013 and set up the 
French Apiology Observatory (OFA), whose mission is to study 
bee behaviour and pathologies as well as help to increase the 
number of hives and beekeepers in France.

PRESIDENT & FOUNDER  
OF THE FRENCH APIOLOGY  
OBSERVATORY (OFA)

http://www.ofapidologie.org/
http://www.fpa2.org/
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On Friday 22 June, the Salle des Princes at the Grimaldi Forum hosted 
the 11th ceremony of the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation 
Awards, which since 2008 have been honouring key figures and 
organisations for their outstanding devotion to protecting the planet 
in each of the Foundation’s three priority action areas: limiting 
the effects of climate change, safeguarding biodiversity, and 
managing water resources and combatting desertification.

Argentinean professor Victor Pochat received the Water Award for 
his remarkable work in the field of water planning and management 
both at regional level, where he has contributed to many cross-
border projects between Argentina and its neighbouring countries, 
and at international level, where he has worked at various global 
organisations. He plays an active role in every edition of the World 
Water Forum, starting at the second edition in The Hague in 2000 
and most recently at the eighth in Brasilia in 2018. His brilliant 
academic career has led to him teaching at home and abroad and to 
sharing his experience at international conferences.

Professor Terry Hughes from Australia was then awarded the Climate 
Change Award for his ground-breaking research on coral reefs, 
which has improved knowledge, particularly about their vulnerability 
in the context of uncontrolled climate change. One area of his 

research, published in the prestigious journal Sciences et Nature, has 
shown that coral bleaching events are becoming progressively more 
severe and that the gaps between two events are steadily decreasing, 
giving coral less and less time to recover. Given the alarming state of 
the Great Barrier Reef’s health, the research undertaken by Professor 
Terry Hughes is crucial.

Finally, Jim Thomas was presented with the Biodiversity Award 
on behalf of the Tenkile Conservation Alliance (TCA), an NGO 
based in Papua New Guinea that has been working for more than 
15 years to achieve the classification of the Torricelli Mountains as 
a protected area in order to safeguard their biodiversity. One of the 
organisation’s key initiatives has been to obtain critically endangered 
status for two emblematic species of tree kangaroo, which would 
probably be extinct today without the TCA’s intervention. Since 
then, their numbers have increased significantly and their habitat 
has expanded, which is a great victory for the TCA co-founders Jim 
Thomas and his wife, Jean.

The three laureates posed for the traditional photograph alongside 
HSH Prince Albert II of Monaco against a highly original and vibrant 
backdrop created especially for the occasion by the Grimaldi Forum 
Monaco’s designers.

11th FOUNDATION 
AWARDS CEREMONY

THE 2018 WINNERS RECOGNISED  
FOR THEIR COMMITMENT TO PROTECTING THE PLANET
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DESTINATION ARKTIKA INCOGNITA 
BY DIRECTOR LUC HARDY
An exclusive screening of Luc Hardy’s documentary 
Arktika Incognita brought the evening to a close, taking 
viewers on a journey to the mysterious islands of Siberia 
in the footsteps of Captain George W. de Long who 
discovered them in 1879. Passionate about expeditions 
to distant lands, Luc Hardy is an adventurer, explorer, 
photographer and director who raises the public’s 
awareness of these far-off destinations, all of which are 
sanctuaries for wildlife.

©
 J

C
 V

in
aj

 

THE YOUNG GENERATION  
IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Another highlight of the evening was the presentation of diplomas to 
young researchers in the context of the ‘Prince Albert II of Monaco 
Foundation grant for IPCC’ programme.

One of the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation’s missions is to 
promote and encourage remarkable initiatives through the awarding 
of prizes as well as grants. So the Foundation also took the opportunity 
at the ceremony to honour students for the quality of their research in 
the field of climate change.

Selected within the framework of an agreement between the 
Foundation and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC), ten research students were awarded grants for two years of 
research. Six of them are sponsored by the Prince Albert II of Monaco 
Foundation and four by the Cuomo Foundation. The grants provide 
a springboard for the young researchers from developing countries, 

enabling them to pursue their studies and post-doctoral research 
for three years. By way of an example, one of the 2015 cohort, 
Sudeep Thakuri, was very recently appointed Associate Professor of 
Environmental Science at the University of Tribhuvan in Kathmandu, 
Nepal. It gives the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation and the 
IPCC great satisfaction to be able to help this emerging generation 
on their way.

The young generation is also paid tribute to in the Foundation’s 
new corporate film, which was unveiled during the first half of the 
evening. Three students from François d’Assise–Nicolas Barré high 
school in Monaco lent their voices to convey the Sovereign Prince’s 
environmental messages. The short film, which has received public 
acclaim, features extracts from speeches given by HSH Prince 
Albert II at major international meetings. The film can be watched 
on the Foundation’s brand new website, which has been completely 
redesigned to make it easier to navigate and more visually appealing, 
to meet the expectations of today’s web users: www.fpa2.org  
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Art and culture were on the agenda this summer at two events 
organised in aid of the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation. Artists 
from different fields joined forces to support the common cause of 
protecting the planet by raising awareness among their respective 
audiences. 

SUMMER DREAM, ERIC SERRA PLAYS  
HIS GREATEST FILM MUSIC
Invited by the sixth edition of the Summer Dream concerts, held on 
17 July in the main courtyard of the Palace of Monaco, Éric Serra 
and his group RXRA performed his finest musical works against a 
backdrop of film clips to a captivated audience. As well as winning 
a César for best film score for The Big Blue in 1989, he is also the 
only French composer to have written the music for a James Bond 
film, in his case GoldenEye, which was partly shot in Monaco. Since 
entering the world of cinema alongside Luc Besson in 1981, Serra 
has composed a great number of film scores that have gone on to 
become masterpieces. Nature fans and music lovers were treated 
to an exceptional evening concert featuring legendary pieces from 
films such as Nikita, The Fifth Element, GoldenEye and Leon. Not 
forgetting The Big Blue, whose beautiful images, accompanied by 
Éric Serra’s music, have crossed the generations, creating a special 
bond with the sea.

STREET ART AND LIVE MUSIC  
RAISING ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS
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Éric Serra and his group RXRA alongside HSH Prince Albert II.
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The annual fundraising event organised by the Stelios Philanthropic 
Foundation in partnership with WWF International and the Prince 
Albert II of Monaco Foundation was held on 23 July in support of 
a mutual objective: protecting the Mediterranean monk seal.  
At the summer event, the guests themselves were invited to become 
guardians of this endangered species. Thanks to their support and a 
contribution by the Stelios Foundation, 120,000 euros were raised 
for the conservation project.

An emblematic species of the Mediterranean, the monk seal has 
become one of the most endangered mammals in the world. Hunted 
without restriction for more than a century and displaced from their 
natural habitat through coastal urban development, the monk seal 
population had been declining since the 1950s. The small Greek 
island of Gyaros, once the location of a military prison, became a natural 
paradise for monk seals and they established a colony there. With the 
departure of the military, the seals’ indirect protection disappeared, 
leaving the colony vulnerable and causing the population to plummet 
to just 70 individuals.  

Thanks to the support of the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation, 
the Fondation Segré and the European Commission, the monk seal 
conservation initiatives implemented since 2013 by WWF and its 
partners have already begun to bear fruit. The conservation project 
to establish a Marine Protected Area around the island of Gyaros 
and thereby regulate fishing activities and protect the seals’ natural 
habitat is achieving promising results.

JOINING FORCES  
TO PROTECT THE 
MEDITERRANEAN MONK SEAL

HSH Prince Albert II of Monaco flanked from left to right by Claudio Segré, 
Segré Foundation, Marco Lambertini, WWF International, Sir Stelios, Stelios 
Philanthropic Foundation, and HE Bernard Fautrier, Prince Albert II of Monaco 
Foundation.

Launched in 2011, the Summer Dream evening events bring 
together talented performers who support the environmental causes 
championed by the Foundation, one night a year. All proceeds from the 
concerts are donated to the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation.

STREET ART DEPICTS THE PLANET  
AT THE 2018 EDITION OF UPAW 
The second edition of the Urban Painting Around the World 
live street art performance was held in the port of Monaco from 
18 to 20 July. For three days, ten urban artists from ten different 
countries expressed their artistic and graphic talents on the theme 
of Une Planète à croquer ? Alberto Colman, the event’s founder, 
wanted to bring art and the environment together: “We have to raise 
the awareness of all the people around us. The planet belongs to 
everyone and not much is needed to improve the situation. Art is 
an excellent way of spreading that message. Now we need to take 
action!”

The biggest names in international street art gathered in Monaco, 
including New York graffiti artist Daze (one of the first to have tagged 
New York’s subways, with Crash), who was invited by gallery director 
Willem Speerstra, and artists Remi Rough (UK), Huge (Sweden), Niels 
Shoe Meulman (Netherlands), Julien Colombier and Kashink (France), 
MadC (Germany), Beli and Mr One Teas (Monaco) and Xavier Magaldi 
(Switzerland).

HSH Prince Albert II met the artists and was presented with a 
miniature rhinoceros that had been tagged by all artists, symbolising 
the theme of the next edition, UPAW 2019: endangered animals.

On Friday 20 July, the paintings went under the hammer of Arnaud 
Oliveux at a very successful Artcurial auction. The net profit from sales 
will soon be donated to the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation 
to help fund an environmental protection project. Last year, UPAW 
supported a project to protect chimpanzees.

©
 J

C
 V

in
aj

©
 L

.A
rn

eo
do

/F
PA

2

http://www.fpa2.org/


Local and international experts in marine conservation convened 
from 8 to 14 April for the second Monaco Ocean Week, organised 
jointly by the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation and its partners: 
the Monaco Government, the Monaco Oceanographic Institute, the 
Scientific Centre of Monaco and Monaco Yacht Club. The Foundation 
would like to thank its partners and the participating institutions for 
making this second edition such a success through their enthusiastic 
involvement and the high quality of the events they delivered. A 
summary report has been published highlighting the many ideas, 
initiatives and commitments to come out of this week-long event 
bringing people together to ensure a sustainable future for our 
oceans.  

The aim is for Monaco Ocean Week to become a leading platform 
for scientists and experts to discuss and work towards ways of 
protecting the marine environment, in particular from the impact of 
human activities. It also provides an opportunity to rally the general 
public, who attended the programme of events including exhibitions, 
film screenings, conferences and talks. In total more than 30 events, 
involving over 100 speakers, were held across the Principality. 

EVENTS KICK OFF IN SCOTLAND  
WITH MONACO BLUE INITIATIVE 
The ninth edition of the Monaco Blue Initiative was held in Scotland 
on 8 and 9 April, in partnership with the University of Edinburgh. This 
event, which is part of Monaco Ocean Week but takes place outside 
the Principality, was co-organised by the Prince Albert II of Monaco 
Foundation and the Oceanographic Institute. It brought together 
102 participants, including eminent figures in ocean management 
and conservation, to work towards a common goal: fostering a new 
model of development based on the blue economy by prioritising the 
creation of Marine Protected Areas. A summary report of the event is 
available on the Foundation’s website.

STRONG TURNOUT  
FOR THE SECOND EDITION  
OF MONACO OCEAN WEEK 

SAVE THE DATE : 
The third edition of Monaco Ocean Week will take place from  
24 to 30 March 2019, with Monaco Blue Initiative scheduled for 
24 and 25 March.

On Wednesday 4 July 2018, France handed over the presidency of 
the International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI) to Monaco, Australia and 
Indonesia during a ceremony attended by HSH Prince Albert II and 
held at the French National Museum of Natural History in Paris.

In his speech, HSH Prince Albert II underlined the tremendous 
responsibility of human societies, whose development, largely focused 
on short-term interests, is threatening the diversity of coral reefs.

With this in mind, Monaco’s focus during its co-presidency will be 
on strengthening political instruments and reef management and 
conservation tools, increasing understanding of how human interaction 
with the reefs is changing and, finally, involving the public and securing 
new sources of funding.

HE Bernard Fautrier, Vice President and CEO of the Prince Albert II of 
Monaco Foundation, took part in a review of international commitments 
to the reefs, which raised the issue of widespread coral bleaching and 
ocean acidification, both consequences of increased greenhouse gas 
emissions.

For the Principality, co-presiding the ICRI until 2020 falls within its work 
to promote the protection and understanding of coral reef ecosystems, 
particularly through the research on coral physiology conducted by the 
Scientific Centre of Monaco, the projects supported by the Monaco 
Government and the Prince Albert II Foundation, and the Coral Reef 
Life Declaration launched in October 2017 by the Sovereign Prince 
and HRH the Prince of Wales.

MONACO ASSUMES  
CO-PRESIDENCY  
OF THE INTERNATIONAL  
CORAL REEF INITIATIVE

HSH Prince Albert II with, from left to right: Brune Poirson, Secretary of State 
to the Minister for the Ecological and Inclusive Transition (France); Susi 
Pudjiastuti, Minister of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (Indonesia); and Russell 
Reichelt, Chairman of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (Australia).

NEWS
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2018 EUROPEAN CULTURE  
AWARDS CEREMONY
On Friday 8 June, at the 2018 European Culture Awards 
ceremony held at the Dresden Frauenkirche, HSH Prince 
Albert II of Monaco was presented with the European Initiative 
Prize for Environmental Protection for the work carried 
out by his Foundation and the German Ocean Foundation, 
particularly in the field of marine conservation.

Fine jewellery specialist Vitale 1913 unveiled its ‘Marvels from the 
Seas’ collection in the presence of HSH Prince Albert II during 
a private reception held at the Scientific Centre of Monaco on 20 
June. The environmentally-aware jewellery house is supporting the 
Prince Albert II Foundation by donating a percentage of sales from 
its collection to help fund the Foundation’s marine conservation work. 
During the reception, a stunning necklace entitled ‘Mediterranean 
Coral’, made from responsibly farmed coral, was presented to Prince 
Albert II and will be auctioned off at the second Monte-Carlo Gala for 
the Global Ocean. 

‘MARVELS FROM THE SEAS’ 
BY VITALE 1913

THE NEWS IN PICTURES:

SCREENING OF  
THE MAP TO PARADISE 
On 7 June, the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation and the 
Oceanographic Institute took the public on an underwater 
voyage of discovery during a private screening of The Map 
to Paradise, a documentary by Danielle Ryan on marine 
conservation and the birth of the movement to create Marine 
Protected Areas. In 2017, Danielle Ryan had the opportunity 
to interview Prince Albert II about his commitment to marine 
conservation and his strong ties to the ocean during a visit to 
the Pelagos Sanctuary.

TWO BEARDED VULTURES,  
ORION AND GUY, SPREAD THEIR 
WINGS IN THE MERCANTOUR
After more than 20 years of collective efforts, France’s 
Mercantour National Park and the Prince Albert II of Monaco 
Foundation are delighted to announce the birth of two 
bearded vultures in the Tinée Valley. Guy and Orion, with their 
highly symbolic names, recently flew the nest.

HSH Prince Albert II of Monaco accompanied by Mr Vitale, CEO of fine 
jewellers Vitale 1913, and his fiancée Elke Wegher.
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24th MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
On Friday 22 June the Foundation held its 24th board 
meeting, chaired by HSH Prince Albert II with the presidents 
of the Foundation’s international branches in attendance. 
Twenty-five new projects in the Foundation’s three key areas 
of action were approved by the board members. Later that 
afternoon, at the General Meeting, Dr Paula Kahumbu, CEO 
of Kenyan NGO WildlifeDirect, was appointed board member 
for a four-year term (2018–2022). Since 2014, Dr Kahumbu 
has led the Hands Off Our Elephants campaign that aims 
to restore Kenya’s leadership in elephant conservation 
through a change in behaviour at all levels of society, from 
rural communities to business leaders and political decision-
makers. Over her 24-year career she has worked for both 
governmental and non-governmental organisations as well as 
in the private sector. Dr Kahumbu also set up a conservation 
trust and sits on the board of the Lewa Wildlife Conservancy, 
a wildlife sanctuary in northern Kenya.

PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT RENEWED WITH FONDATION SEGRÉ

On 23 July the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation signed 
a two-year extension to its partnership with Fondation 
Segré, the aim being to implement new joint initiatives 
in biodiversity protection. Fondation Segré, created in 
1996, actively supports international projects to protect 
endangered species and their habitats and to restore 
damaged ecosystems. The two foundations have joined 
forces in the past on conservation projects to protect certain 
Mediterranean species, such as the monk seal, the bearded 
vulture and the western osprey. Extending the partnership 
between the two foundations will further strengthen 
their close relationship and enable new avenues for joint 
initiatives to emerge. 

AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH MOHÉLI MARINE PARK 
Mohéli Marine Park (PNM) covers more than three quarters 
of the island of Mohéli and was created to preserve its 
high-altitude virgin rainforest, its remnant dry forests and 
the drainage basins linked to the coastal and marine areas 
of the reserve. As well as being home to a diverse range 
of habitats and remarkable species, the park contains a 
wealth of landscapes and rich cultural heritage, justifying 
its designation, since the 1980s, as a protected area. 
Twelve coastal villages help to run the national park through 
their development associations. Nevertheless, the PNM 
has reported serious gaps in knowledge of the marine 
environment and is hampered by the lack of a map of marine 
habitats detailing the ecosystems and species associated 

with the Marine Protected Area. As a result, the island’s 
critical marine habitats and priority conservation areas have 
not been defined.

The support of the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation will 
help provide solutions to the major problems facing the PNM 
by improving knowledge and monitoring of marine habitats. 
The aim is to create marine reserves to eradicate destructive 
fishing practices and encourage sustainable fisheries. This 
will also enable improved monitoring of the changes to 
vulnerable marine and coastal habitats caused by climate 
change and human disturbance. Finally, the project aims to 
implement a concerted approach to resource management 
that will benefit local village communities within the park.

HE Bernard Fautrier shakes hands with Mr Claudio Segré during the 
signing of the new agreement. ©
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FOSTERING SCIENTIFIC  
AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION 
WITH THE INTERNATIONAL  
CENTER FOR GREEN  
TECHNOLOGIES AND INVESTMENT 
PROJECTS IN KAZAKHSTAN 
At 11 am on Friday 13 July 2018, HE Bernard 
Fautrier, Vice-President and CEO of the Prince 
Albert II of Monaco Foundation, and Rapil 
Zhoshybayev, Chairman of the International 
Center for Green Technologies and Investment 
Projects (IGTIC) in Kazakhstan, signed a 
partnership agreement marking their shared desire 
to create a sustainable economy. The ceremony 
was attended by Gilles Tonelli, Government 
Advisor and Monaco’s Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Cooperation, Bibigul Khakimzhanova, Deputy 
Director of IGTIC’s Department of Foreign Affairs, 
and Andrey Kashechkin, Consultant for IGTIC.

The role of IGTIC is to help Kazakhstan achieve 
the ambitious energy transition goals set out 
in its national policy plan Kazakhstan 2050, 
which includes a 50% reduction in greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2050 and a 25% decrease in 
the country’s electricity consumption by 2020 
(compared with 2008).  

The Foundation’s work with IGTIC will take the form 
of technical and scientific cooperation, including 
project monitoring and organising conferences, 
panel discussions and symposia on environmental 
topics dealing with energy transition, green growth 
and the preservation of the planet.

PRINCE ALBERT II OF MONACO 
FOUNDATION SUPPORTS  
THE ‘SEABASE’ PROJECT RUN 
BY THE MARINE BIOLOGICAL 
LABORATORY 
During his visit to Woods Hole, Massachusetts, on 9 
July, HSH the Sovereign Prince officially announced 
the upcoming signing of an agreement between his 
Foundation and the Marine Biological Laboratory 
(MBL) to support a project that will improve marine 
biodiversity knowledge. Approved at the Foundation’s 
last Board of Directors meeting on 22 June in 
Monaco, the Building SeaBase: a Bioinformatic 
Infrastructure for Marine Genomes initiative is part of 
the MBL’s ongoing research into the anthropogenic 
issues and other challenges facing ocean health. 
The Marine Biological Laboratory is establishing a 
web research database for marine biodiversity and 
ecosystems. SeaBase will feature integrated data 
on marine organisms, their genomes, transcriptomes 
and microbiomes, with contextual information such 
as their diversity and local and global distribution, 
as well as the physical, chemical and biological 
characteristics of their habitats. The MBL will also 
develop new tools to enable comparisons of these 
detailed data between species and habitats in 
order to understand the drivers of change in marine 
ecosystems. The studies carried out will have 
applications in a variety of fields, such as physiology, 
neuroscience and industry.

As the oceans are under constant pressure, 
understanding the mechanisms that govern marine 
ecosystems and their biodiversity is more vital than 
ever. The project is entirely consistent with the 
Foundation’s set goals of improving and sharing 
scientific knowledge. The project will be jointly 
funded by the Foundation’s headquarters in Monaco 
and its United States branch.
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HSH Prince Albert II of Monaco with MBL Interim Co-Directors Neil Shubin 
and Melina Hale.

http://www.fpa2.org/


TOWARDS AN INTEGRATED APPROACH TO WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT  
IN THE YARMOUK FOREST RESERVE 
The Yarmouk River, which runs through a steep-sided gorge 
before joining the Jordan, is said to be the least polluted 
watercourse in Jordan. The growth of intensive farming 
in the valley has led to water from the river being diverted 
for irrigation, draining the wetlands along its banks and 
depleting natural resources. The aim of the project led by the 
Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature (RSCN), with the 
support of the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation, is to 
develop an integrated natural water resource management 
policy in the Yarmouk Forest Reserve, guaranteeing the long-
term preservation and sustainable use of the area’s natural 
hydrographic network. The work is focused on three specific 
objectives: 

•  Preserving the nationally and globally important natural 
aquatic ecosystems in the Yarmouk Reserve, while at the 
same time encouraging ecologically sound and economically 
viable land use activities, by developing a management and 
conservation plan that will minimise the harmful effects on 
the Yarmouk Reserve’s natural aquatic ecosystems. 

•  Increasing public awareness and knowledge of the benefits 
of preserving water resources and enabling specific groups 
from the local communities to participate effectively in the 
preservation of natural aquatic resources. 

•  Minimising the effect of non-sustainable farming practices 
on natural aquatic resources, using a different, sustainable 
agricultural model that capitalises on traditional knowledge 
as part of a participative initiative.

NEWS / PROJECTS
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PROTECTING ENDANGERED SPECIES ALONG THE CHINA-VIETNAM BORDER 

An initiative led by the Center for Biodiversity and Conservation (CBC) at the American Museum of Natural History aims to protect 
key endangered species in the Mekong region, where habitats are impacted by the effects of climate change. Building on long-
standing relationships with local researchers, NGOs, and national and local government partners in South-east Asia, the project 
will highlight the importance of coordinated, evidence-based trans-border conservation management. The CBC will lead a team 
of local researchers in an effort to understand the probability of risks arising from climate change and associated threats hanging 
over certain species that live along this border, such as the Tonkin snub-nosed monkey, the Cao Vit gibbon and the Tam Dao 
salamander. The partnership with the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation will turn this research into an effective modelling tool 
for policymakers and other key stakeholders to use in planning trans-border conservation activities, as well as enable local groups 
to be actively involved in the research process. 

‘TURTLE CHANGE’ INITIATIVE:  
REDUCING THE RISK OF COLLISION  
WITH BOATS IN THE GALÁPAGOS  

The Galápagos Islands are crucial to the survival of the green turtle 
(Chelonia mydas) in the eastern Pacific, an endangered species. They 
host the region’s second largest turtle nesting site and a multitude 
of feeding sites frequented by green turtles. Although the Galápagos 
Marine Reserve protects the area, collisions with boats still represent 
a serious threat to sea turtles. While 20% of the sea turtles around 
the Galápagos have already been affected, the percentage of 
incidents of this type is increasing year on year, in proportion to the 
tourism boom. The main objective of the ‘Turtle Change’ project led 
by the Charles Darwin Foundation is to reduce the number of turtle 
deaths caused by boats, by improving seamanship and ecotourism 
practices. The Charles Darwin Foundation will combine cutting-edge 
ecological research and evidence-based cost-benefit analysis, taking 
into account the needs of local communities, to develop a long-term, 
sustainable economic model.
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Marine Protected Areas are powerful tools for preserving marine 
biodiversity and mitigating climate change, provided that these 
protected areas are effectively managed and financed.

ENSURING THE SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT 
OF MARINE PROTECTED AREAS

In response to this urgent need, three countries – Monaco, France 
and Tunisia – announced the creation of an environmental Fund for 
Mediterranean MPAs during the third International Marine Protected 
Areas Congress (IMPAC3) in October 2013. “MPAs are everyone’s 
business”, declared at the time HSH Prince Albert II, whose 
Foundation supports the initiative. 

By securing innovative additional resources to finance the preservation 
of marine biodiversity, the fund’s work reflects the objectives set 
out in the Barcelona Convention for the Protection of the Marine 
Environment and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean, and the 
Convention on Biological Diversity. It uses an innovative financing 
mechanism designed to raise capital through strategic investments, 
with profits sustainably reinvested in strengthening and improving the 
effectiveness of Mediterranean MPAs.

In practice, the environmental fund supports the three main 
goals of Marine Protected Areas, namely: assessing the health of 
protected ecosystems by acquiring scientific knowledge on the 
marine environment; raising awareness and working alongside local 
institutions and populations; and monitoring the vast maritime zones 

Monaco • Canada • France • Germany • Italy • USA • Singapore • Spain • Switzerland • United Kingdom

FOCUS

ENVIRONMENTAL FUND FOR 
THE MEDITERRANEAN : 
GIVING MARINE PROTECTED 
AREAS THE MEANS TO EXIST 
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THREE MPAS RECEIVING FUNDING TODAY 

•  Kuriat Islands (Tunisia) 

•  Al Hoceima National Park (Morocco)  

•  Karaburun-Sazan Marine Park (Albania) 

 6 governments:  Monaco, France, Tunisia, Morocco, Albania, Spain

www.fpa2.org

covered by MPAs in order to reduce breaches of environmental 
regulations. The fund enables, for example, MPA managers to keep 
their equipment in good condition through investments in ship 
maintenance; it also funds the hiring of guards to monitor sites, the 
carrying out of field research and the equipping of sites with eco-
friendly mooring and anchoring systems.

In 2016, the fund was joined by Morocco and Albania, as well as 
four regional organisations (the Regional Activity Centre for Specially 
Protected Areas, MedPAN, WWF Mediterranean, and French coastal 
protection agency Conservatoire du Littoral).

2017/2018: A RICH AND FRUITFUL YEAR
The past year was a good one for the Association for the Sustainable 
Financing of Mediterranean MPAs who was joined not only by Spain 
but by two important financial partners: the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF), part of the World Bank, has pledged to contribute 
one million dollars over the next two years; while the Fonds 
Français pour l'Environnement Mondial (FFEM), part of the French 
Development Agency, will invest 1.5 million euros between now and 
2021 in the development and structuring of the sustainable fund for 
Mediterranean MPAs.

Monaco Ocean Week in April 2018 was an important event for the 
Mediterranean fund enabled to share its expertise and experience 
with other trust funds from different parts of the world, such as Africa 
and South America.

The objective is now to support the development of not three but 
twelve Mediterranean MPAs, mainly in Morocco, Tunisia and Albania, 
but also in other countries in the region, such as Lebanon. 

“The environmental fund for the Mediterranean is a tool 
that enables Marine Protected Areas to be effectively 
managed on a day-to-day basis because it turns the 

countries’ national and international commitments into  
concrete action on the ground states”

Romain Renoux, coordinator  
Association for the Sustainable Financing of Mediterranean MPAs
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MPAS, A TOOL FOR 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

MPAs help protect the marine ecosystem, 
preserve its biodiversity and highlight the 
value of these assets while providing local 
communities with a sustainable form of 
economic growth. 

1 « MPA are everyone’s business »
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
24th September to 15th November :  
Polar Planet exhibition by Filip KULISEV – 
Galerie des Pêcheurs – Monaco

21th to 25th November : “Living Together” 
exhibition by Jean-Charles Vinaj – Grimaldi 
Forum Monaco – Monaco

30th November : Premiere of the film Mia 
and the White Lion, produced by Jacques 
Perrin  – Grimaldi Forum Monaco - Monaco
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For the past twelve years, the Prince Albert II of Monaco 
Foundation has been at the forefront of nature conservancy 
and ocean preservation, encouraging the yachting industry 
to use better environmental practices.

The third volume of our guide Best Practices for Eco-
Friendly Yachting highlights specific innovations helping 
builders, designers and yacht owners to limit the impact 
on the environment while keeping the pleasure of sailing 
intact.  
 
The guide is now available on our website along with 
volumes I and II:  
www.fpa2.org/best-practices-for-yachting.html
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